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capture of Baghdad as its object, and therefore would help
British prestige.
The chief of the Imperial General Staff informed the War
Committee that in October General Maude's effective strength
on the Tigris would be approximately fifty-three thousand
infantry, four thousand six hundred cavalry (another
Cavalry Brigade, the 7th, had been sent from France) and
two hundred and twenty-eight guns, and that the General
Staff was of the opinion that it was possible for the Turks
to concentrate and maintain not more than sixty thousand
troops on the Tigris. Sir William Robertson, in his apprecia-
tion of the situation, said that the then-existing dispositions
of the Tigris Corps did not appreciably affect the situation in
Persia, and that even the occupation of Baghdad would have
no decisive effect upon war as a whole. He added that if our
policy was strictly defensive, then withdrawal was the
soundest and most economical course, but that if our policy
was offensive, then the additional expenditure of military re-
sources which would be required to enable General Maude to
enforce it would be disproportionate to the political and mili-
tary advantages which could be gained by the change—saying
" Anything is better than continuing our present difficult,
"costly and objectiveless plan." He strongly urged a re-
version to the original defensive policy because, he said, we
could not afford to beep a hundred thousand men in Meso-
potamia holding up forty thousand Turks. The force was too
small for an offensive and too large for the defensive. Never-
theless, although their responsible military adviser had
expressed himself thus, on September 28th. the War" Com-
mittee modified the previous instructions which had defined
the scope of the operations. On that day, General Maude
was informed by the Chief of the Imperial General Staff that
" it is the intention of H.M.G. if and when possible to
e< establish, British influence in the Baghdad Vilayet/7 and
that he was to continue to improve his communications and
to keep his force as far forward as could be done with safety.
S-ir William Eobertson at the War Committee reiterated his
opinion that the occupation of Baghdad could have no
decisive effect upon the Great War, and that the military risk
incurred by a further diversion of resources from, the decisive
theatre of war—tihe Western Front—was considerable.
Whatever "the intention of H.M.G.," it was indisputable
"that General Maude could undertake no advance until the
reorganisation of his army was completed. Naturally, both
General Maude and the Commander-in-Chief in India were
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